Bethmann s Lack of Self-Confidence

Eulenburg at their head are once more pressing the Govern-
ment to put the Expropriation kw against the Poles into
execution. Bethmann would allow it because he doesn't
attach much importance to this question, but it seems that
the Emperor is personally opposing it with all his strength.
This is a good mark for the Emperor . . . and I got this
from a very reliable source.

Berlin, 31^ December, 1910.

To-morrow I shall see both Their Majesties and perhaps
I will learn something. Bethmann is always filled with
tact in his relations with his master, but he's completely
lacking in any confidence in himself which is a great pity,
because this gives him the appearance of the Knight of the
sorrowful countenance. The newspapers attack him con-
tinually and this is also a reason for discouragement for him.
He is very unhappy about it. The affair of the Prince of
Saxony is exploited by the German press who are delighted
at being able to come down on a Catholic prince. However
all that must come to an end because the Prince has entirely
yielded to Rome and has made his peace with the Pope.
Pius X ought however to be more prudent and take into
account that Catholics have a very delicate position in Protes-
tant countries and that there are certain things which it is
as well to treat with caution if one is to avoid misunder-
standings.
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